How to Apply

Stop by any NYPL location to pick
up a Heiskell application, or download
one online: nypl.org/talkingbooks

Individuals who have one or more of the
following are eligible for membership:

e Visual impairment or blindness that
makes it difficult to read text (even
large print) for long periods of time

« Physical disability that makes it
difficult to hold a book or turn pages

 Organic reading disability

The New York Public Library
Andrew Heiskell Braille &
Talking Book Library

40 West 20th Street

New York, NY 10011

212-206-5400 | 855-697-6975 (toll free)
talkingbooks@nypl.org
nypl.org/talkingbooks

MON, WED, FRI, SAT 10 AM-5 PM
TUES, THURS 12-7 PM
SUN Closed

Serving residents of New York City
and Long Island, The New York Public
Library’s Andrew Heiskell Braille and
Talking Book Library is part of the
National Library Service for the

Blind and Physically Handicapped.

NYPL features a unique combination of
88 neighborhood branches throughout
the Bronx, Manhattan, and Staten Island,
and four scholarly research centers.

Learn more about accommodations for
people with disabilities at any Library
location: nypl.org/accessibility
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Free Books,

Workshops & More

Heiskell Library is the only NYC library
created to serve people with print
disabilities. It offers indoor and outdoor
reading areas, a children’s room,
assistive technology devices, and more.

Barrier-Free Events
o Story times and youth programs

« Accessible exhibitions, cultural
programs, art classes, and concerts

 Resource fairs and support groups

o Creative writing workshops, book
clubs, and braille study groups

Assistive Technology
Coaching

« One-on-one coaching at all levels
in a variety of languages

« Help with email, audiobook downloads,
accessible computer games, using
the internet, and more

 Group workshops, including
accessible typing, smartphone use,
online shopping, apps for getting
around, coding, and robotics

Braille & Talking Books

Andrew Heiskell’s growing range of free
materials includes more than 80,000
narrated talking books for all ages, from
bestsellers to classic literature, poetry,
and nonfiction, as well as 14,000 braille
and digital braille books and magazines.

We also offer:

* Free, easy-to-use talking book players
with speed and tone controls

« BARD online: Instant downloads to
keep and play on your book player

« BARD app: Download e-audiobooks
directly to your mobile device

o Early Tactile and Braille Literacy Kits

Easy Borrowing

Check out materials in person, have
books mailed to you, or get instant
downloads with BARD. Never worry
about late fees or postage—it’s all free!

« Sign up for automatic delivery of
your favorite genres and authors.

 Request titles by email, phone,
voicemail, mail-order form, or
via our online catalog.

Learn more: nypl.org/talkingbooks

More Resources

 Audio magazine subscriptions:
Access more than 60 magazines,
including National Geographic,
the New Yorker, and Seventeen.

« Newsline: Listen to local and national
newspapers, magazines, and TV
listings 24 hours a day by phone,
email, or download.

« Bookshare: Get more than 600,000
books, from new bestsellers to
older titles, plus career-related and
academic works. Books are read aloud
by your computer or mobile device,
with highlighted text onscreen, and
adjustable text size and contrast.




