
HALF HOLLOW HILLS COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

Collection Development Policy 

The Board of Trustees of the Half Hollow Hills Community Library adopts and declares that it 
will adhere to and support the most current Library Bill of Rights and the most current Freedom 
to Read Statement of the American Library Association. Both documents are a part of this 
policy. 

Within its financial limitations, the library provides a general collection of reliable materials 
embracing broad areas of knowledge. Included are works of enduring value and timely materials 
on current issues. Within the framework of these objectives, the selection of materials considers 

community needs, expressed and inferred from studying community demographics and evidence 
of areas of interest. 

Material Selection and Maintenance of the Collection 

The Library Director delegates the responsibility for selecting materials to HHHCL librarians. 
Each department head supervises the maintenance of the library's collection, and individual staff 
is assigned areas for ordering, maintaining, and weeding. 

Librarians shall make the selection of library materials based on timeliness, accuracy, 
expression, the significance of the subject, and evaluations in professionally recognized review 
journals and other sources. No materials shall be excluded due to race, nationality, or the 
political or social views of the author. The library's selection of materials does not mean 
endorsement of the opinions expressed but is an expression of the library's policy of intellectual 
freedom. Individuals should also recognize that some materials may be offensive or shocking to 
some readers but meaningful and significant to others. Works should be considered as a whole, 

not in isolated parts. 

Since no library can acquire all print and non-print materials, every library must employ a policy 

of selectivity in acquisitions. The library provides a collection of materials embracing broad 
areas of knowledge. Best-sellers and anticipated best-sellers or popular titles will be purchased in 
multiple copies as determined by demand and advance publicity. Other community and area 
library resources are taken into consideration when selecting materials. Rather than buying every 
item, the library may borrow materials through interlibrary loans. 

Curated information sources available through the Internet uses the same principles applied to 
books and other formats. 

The library will accept gifts or donations if they meet the general criteria for selecting materials. 
Items not added to the Library's Collection will be donated to other organizations or sold to 
benefit the library. 
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Library Bill of Rights 

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, 

and that the following basic policies should guide their services. 

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and
enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be
excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation.

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current
and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or

doctrinal disapproval.

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide
information and enlightenment.

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment
of free expression and free access to ideas.

V. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age,
background, or views.

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve
should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or
affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.

VII. All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and
confidentiality in their library use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and protect
people's privacy, safeguarding all library use data, including personally identifiable information.

Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; 
February 2, 1961; June 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; January 29, 2019. 

Inclusion of "age" reaffirmed January 23, 1996. 

Although the Articles of the Library Bill of Rights are unambiguous statements of basic 
principles that should govern the service of all libraries, questions do arise concerning 
application of these principles to specific library practices. See the documents designated by the 
Intellectual Freedom Committee as Interpretations of the Library Bill of Rights 
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enormous variety and usefulness, worthy of cherishing and keeping free. We realize that the 
application of these propositions may mean the dissemination of ideas and manners of 
expression that are repugnant to many persons. We do not state these propositions in the 
comfortable belief that what people read is unimportant. We believe rather that what people read 
is deeply important; that ideas can be dangerous; but that the suppression of ideas is fatal to a 
democratic society. Freedom itself is a dangerous way of life, but it is ours. 

This statement was originally issued in May of 1953 by the Westchester Conference of the 
American Library Association and the American Book Publishers Council, which in 1970 
consolidated with the American Educational Publishers Institute to become the Association of 
American Publishers. 

Adopted June 25, 1953, by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read 
Committee; amended January 28, 1972; January 16, 1991; July 12, 2000; June 30, 2004. 
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